Reacting to White Supremacy
Tula Holmes’ Notes from MoveOn call 8/20/17. There were 35,000 people on the call.
Facebook live recording: https://www.facebook.com/moveon/videos/10154707239575493/
Slideshow: https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.moveon.org/images/ReadyToResist_Slides_Aug20_2017_ConfrontingWhiteSupremacy.pdf

All Actions Here

The actions that you can take are on this page. More details about the call follow on.

Text
1. Tear down all confederate symbols and monuments. Text “Down” to 225568.
2. Visa, MC, PayPal, Apple, and Amex have begun to remove themselves as credit card providers for hate
groups. Show them how you feel. Text “Blood” to 225568. There is a confirmation step, so don’t worry
about acting blindly.

Petitions
1/ We denounce White Supremacy: https://petitions.moveon.org/sign/we-the-people-of-the-10.

2/ Take 'em ALL down: Remove every Confederate symbol in America:

https://petitions.moveon.org/sign/take-em-all-down-remove.
3/ Censure Donald Trump: https://petitions.moveon.org/sign/censure-trump?source=homepage.
4/ No White Supremacy in the White House; Fire Sebastian Gorka: http://bit.ly/2uGTRkk.
5/ Stop credit card companies enabling white supremacists to sell their products: http://bit.ly/2uGAzMj.
6/ Tell CEOs in Trump’s Technology Council to quit: http://bit.ly/quitthecouncil.
Sign the open letter to DeVos, showing that there is more of us than them. We must end education
profiteering. http://www.reclaimourschools.org/summer-2017.

Share Your Story
https://communitiesagainsthate.org/ or 1-844-9-NO-HATE / 1-844-966-4283.

Have a potluck / watch the telecast
https://www.womensmarch.com/daring

Tweet
Share positive messages of individuals standing up for justice.
Hashtag: #BeTheLightForJustice.

Make contributions
to racial justice organizations. Don’t normalize White Nationalism which will open the door for public
policy changes. Have those difficult conversations with your neighbors. We must amplify what we have
already done.

Representatives need to Censure Trump
Reach out to your member of Congress and demand they sign this Resolution: https://goo.gl/fgnKvH.
We must push back against racist cuts in budget against such things as title 1, eliminating after school
programs, etc. We must take action not just be alarmed. We need to build an army.

Clergy
Can join http://thisisworr.org/ and influence their congregations and help them to participate in the
solution.

Trump Encourages Hate

Since Trump became president, hate crimes have risen. CNN: https://goo.gl/iLrjqd.
His Muslim Ban and deportation forces are forms of white supremacy.
Suppression of voting, slashing Medicare and Medicaid, slashing social programs are also all forms of
white supremacy, and these are just a few examples.
But take heart, sanity and decency have prevailed. Trump is less relevant now. He has had supporters
abandon him and spoken out against him this past week while the resistance and the side of love keeps
growing. This week, there is one less white supremacist in the White House - Bannon is gone. There are 10
fewer Confederate monuments than a week ago. And a week after Heather Heyer’s death, 40K people
marched in Boston against the White Supremacists. It was 4000 to 1 against white supremacy in Boston.
CNN: https://goo.gl/XoR5tP.

Special Elections

On Sunday’s call was the Vice Mayor of Charlottesville. He asked us to watch the races for Governor in
New Jersey and Virginia and help if you can.

History of White Supremacy
The most informative part of the call for me was the discussion detailing the history of White Supremacy
in the US, how it has morphed into White Nationalism, what that means for us all, and what we need to
do about it. This discussion was led by the Southern Poverty Law Center:
White Nationalism is a response to the progress we have made over the last 50 years starting with the
1964 Civil Rights movement. The Civil Rights movement was effective in pushing back White Supremacy.
They retreated, but what emerged was White Nationalism whose purpose is to create a White State. After
the Civil Rights Movement, White Nationalism used anti-Semitism to fuel hatred over the success of civil
rights. Because black people were cast by the White Supremacists as stupid and lazy, hate groups had to
have a reason for Civil Rights success. Jews were the target- cast as a secret kabala planning to destroy
the white race. Jewish groups are scared by this administration. Huff Post: https://goo.gl/uT4MWt.
In 1979, in the Greensboro Massacre, we saw armed paramilitary, KKK, and other hate groups banning
together with a new goal: to overthrow America in order to create a White State. WaPo:
https://goo.gl/TBC4Tr. Recently in Portland, the murder of people standing up to protect a Muslim
woman on a bus, signaled to the White Nationalist to mobilize. NYT: https://goo.gl/p5b9jJ.

White Nationalists Want to Seize State Power

REMEMBER- The White Nationalists want to seize state power. They want to dismantle the American
government. They want to control the present state by deconstructing our democratic government. (Tula’s
comment- Does this sound familiar? This is Bannon’s philosophy. He is a White Nationalist.)

PBS: https://goo.gl/zwkTLX.
The White Nationalists attack a multi-racial society. We must prove that this won’t work.
We must step up to the attacks on our democratic institutions and underlying issues of discrimination.
Remember the standoff with the government in Oregon? WaPo: https://goo.gl/1dEC9. This was an
attempt to prove that the White Nationalists are a stronger force than the US government.
NOTE: They are not a hate group. They use hatred and bigotry to seize power.

ACTION
We must step up as leaders. We must talk to our neighbors and friends, building solidarity. If we can’t talk
to neighbors, if we can’t have these hard conversations, we can’t beat them.
Counter protests are important, but we need proactive ideas. For example, there is a town in Germany
where the neo Nazis march once a year. The town created a celebration on that day. The celebration is a
fundraiser to support anti-hate causes which successfully overshadowed the Nazis march. Daily Telegraph:
https://goo.gl/dl5xMB.
Hate groups just don’t come to town. That bigotry already exists. We must be leaders, double our efforts
with anti-hate organizations.

Our Leaders Need to Take Action

We must demand that our leaders take a stand. This is not a southern problem. This is an international
problem. Tweeting is not enough. Paul Ryan did not act. They must act. Representatives are home for
recess now. Find events at MoveOn: https://goo.gl/uPRRdw.

They are Building Coalitions

White Nationalists are building coalitions based on fear, resentment and anger directed at race, gender,
and nationality. Islamophobia targets the right wing religious organizations with anti-sharia rallies
masking underlying racial hatred. Misogyny targets women’s movement. In Charlottesville, women
protesters were threatened with rape. White Nationalism is a movement of hyper violence and misogyny.
“Free speech” is how the White Nationalists blend in at Trump rallies. This was the theme of their
Charlottesville demonstration.
Charlottesville shocked the nation. Even parts of Trump’s party denounced him, but denouncing a neo
Nazi rally is easy and cheap.

They are Attacking our Democracy
CRUCIAL- We can’t let the Nazi issue cover up the cultural mobilization that is happening, a mobilization
that will lead to repressive public policies. This is part of a larger anti-democracy ecosystem. We must
stand for solidarity. “If you come for one of us, you come for us all.” Right now, in the USA, we realize that
we are a multiracial democracy. However, now in Turkey, they have lost this fight. They no longer think of
themselves as a multiracial democracy. We cannot lose this fight. The Guardian re. Turkey:
https://goo.gl/Ee1tae.

What more can you do?

Make contributions to racial justice organizations. Don’t normalize White Nationalism which will open
the door for public policy changes. Have those difficult conversations with your neighbors. We must
amplify what we have already done.
There was more on this call, but this is a starting point. MoveOn and their supporting organizations feel
that we are in a critical time. A time in which we need to act, not just wring our hands and complain.
Thank you for reading this, and for my grandchild’s future, I personally thank you as well.
More: https://act.moveon.org/survey/readytoresist/.

